Emergency Plan for

Thalhimer Tennis Center

Emergency Personnel:  A Staff Athletic Trainer will be on site for all competitions.

Emergency Communication:  The Athletic Trainer will have a cell phone.  The nearest land line is in the Tennis Center office 828-1458.

Emergency Equipment:  The Athletic Trainer will have basic first aid supplies.  There will be no splints, AED, crutches or other advanced supplies.

Roles of First Responders


1. Immediate care of athlete:  Staff Athletic Trainer

2. Emergency equipment retrieval:  Staff Athletic Trainer or athletic training student, if present


3. Activation of EMS:  Staff Athletic Trainer or Head Coach if present


4. Direction of EMS to scene:  Head Coach or other delegated person

Venue Directions:   Thalhimer Tennis Center is located at the corner of Cary Street and Linden Street.  EMS should enter the courts from the locker room facility on Linden Street. 

LIGHTNING SAFETY POLICY FOR THALHIMER TENNIS CENTER

Tennis Matches

The purpose of this policy is to provide information to those responsible for making decisions about suspending and restarting practices and matches based on the presence of lightning.   This policy is consistent with guidelines established by the NCAA’s Lightning Safety Policy.  This policy has been developed as a practical way to make a judgment in situations where other resources such as technology and instrumentation are not available.

Suspension of play during a competition will be by the judgment of the Official with prior consultation of the Game Manager and Athletic Trainer in regards to our Lightning Safety Policy.  Suspension of an event prior to the start of the match will be at the discretion of the Game Manager in consultation with the Athletic Trainer.  The Athletic Trainer should monitor the conditions and consult with the Game Manager.

Play is to be suspended by the time that lightning is judged to be within six miles (flash-to-bang time of 30 seconds or less).  The competing teams will be instructed to seek shelter in the Tennis Clubhouse.  The Life Sciences Building or Cary Street Gym can also be used.  The Game Officials and university personnel should also seek shelter in the Tennis Clubhouse.  The announcer should instruct all spectators to seek shelter within their vehicles.   They should avoid making contact with the car roof or sides of the vehicle.  The protection that the vehicle provides is not that the tires are “grounded” but rather the ability of the hard roof to redirect the lightning.

When considering resumption of a match, everyone should wait at least 30 minutes after the last flash of lightning or sound of thunder before returning to the field.  If play has begun this will be determined by the officials.  If it is prior to an event the Game Manager in consultation with the Athletic Trainer will make the call.  Once again, the Athletic Trainer should monitor the conditions in regards to resumption of play.

Tennis Practice

In accordance with the VCU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics Lightning Safety policy this plan will be followed for the above mentioned venue or venues.

In the event of lightning at the above venue/venues the Head Coach will suspend practice.  The Head Coach will be responsible for monitoring the presence of lightning and calculating its proximity to the field.  The field should be vacated by the time that the flash to bang count reaches 30 seconds.

The players, coaches, and other personnel should seek shelter in the Tennis Clubhouse.  The Life Sciences Building or Cary Street Gym may also be used if needed.

Practice can safely be resumed 30 minutes after the last flash of lightning has passed without any accompanying thunder.  The Head Coach will be responsible for monitoring this and taking any other steps available for the monitoring of the storm.  Additional information regarding storm activity may be obtained from electronic devices if available.  The Head Coach will ensure that the safety of the athletes and other persons present is accomplished.  

