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FOLLOW VCU MEN'S SOCCER AT THE OFFICIAL HOME OF VCU  ATHLETICS

Sports Medicine Building
1300 West Broad Street
P.O. Box 842003
Richmond, Va. 23284-2003

DAVE GIFFARD
Head Coach, Camp Director
VCU Head Coach Dave Gi! ard serves 
as the Rams Soccer Camp Director.  
Dave brings a wealth of coach-
ing experience at an elite level to 
camp.  Before taking the reigns at 
VCU this winter, Gi! ard served as 
the top assistant at Akron for the 
past four years.  The Zips reached 
the national title game this past 
season before falling to Virginia in 

penalty kicks.  Prior to his four years at Akron, Gi! ard had stops at Indiana 
and UAB, producing an overall record of 141-43-30 including six trips to 
the NCAA Tournament in the past nine years.  Gi! ard has mentored more 
than 30 players in the last 10 years who have gone on to play professional 
soccer.  He has worked hard to bring together top-level college coaches, 
high school coaches and VCU players to Rams Soccer Camp.  

BRETT TEACH
Assistant Coach
Brett Teach, who spent the previous three seasons at the helm of Tusculum's men's soccer program, joins Gi! ard's 
sta!  as he is set to begin his " rst season at VCU this fall.  In just three years with the Pioneers, Teach, who inherited 
a Tusculum program that suspended play a year prior to his arrival in 2006, led his squads to an impressive 41-18-5 
record, including back-to-back South Atlantic Conference titles and SAC Coach of the Year honors in 2007 and 2008. 
His team advanced to the NCAA Division II Elite Eight and turned in the program's " rst-ever 20-win campaign in 
2008, while " nishing the year ranked seventh in the " nal NSCAA/adidas Division II poll.  Prior to Tusculum, Teach 
spent seven seasons as the head men's soccer coach at Auburn University at Montgomery.  During his tenure at 

AUM, Teach guided the Senators to the NAIA National Playo! s each of his seven seasons, while posting a 139-21-6 record, including three NAIA 
National Runner-Up " nishes, four NAIA Final Four appearances and " ve Elite Eight showings.

RYAN PRATT
Assistant Coach
Ryan Pratt joins Gi! ard's sta!  from The University of Montevallo in Montevallo, Ala., where he served as head coach 
for the previous nine years.  Over the last six years, the Falcons sported an overall record of 78-32-7 for a winning 
percentage of .697. UM posted its sixth consecutive double-digit winning season in 2009.  Since 2004, the Falcons 
quali" ed for four NCAA Division II National Tournaments. UM claimed the program's " rst-ever NCAA Division II Re-
gional Championship and advanced to the National Semi" nals of the NCAA Division II Men's Soccer Championships 
in 2007. Montevallo " nished the 2007 season ranked No. 4 in the " nal NSCAA/Adidas national poll. It marked the 
fourth consecutive year the Falcons had been ranked in the national top 25 for Division II men's soccer.
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COLLEGE PREP CAMP
When: July 30-August 1
Who: Boys (Ages 14+) 
Cost: $250

Overview
2010 marks the " rst year of The Rams College Prep Camp, featuring 
the sta!  of The VCU Men's Soccer Team as well as other top coaches 
from across the country. This three-day event is designed for advanced 
player development and exposure to some of the nation's top college 
coaches. In addition to college coaches, several Rams players will be 
employed by the camp for demonstration purposes. 

The VCU Soccer Sta!  believes that ªthe game is the best teacher.º The 
same philosophy will be applied at camp. The focus of all activities will 
be learning through play. Enrollment in the camp will be extremely 
limited to allow individual attention for each player from the sta!  of 
college coaches. A combination of small sided and full 11 vs. 11 games 
will be at the core of the camp curriculum.

Players should plan on being available Friday night beginning at 6 
p.m., all day Saturday and " nishing Sunday afternoon by 2 p.m. 

Facilities
The College Prep Camp will be held at the state of the art VCU Sports 
Backers Stadium.  The home to Ram soccer, Sportsbackers Stadium 
also boasts one of the " nest playing surfaces on the east coast.

Housing and Meals
Housing and meals are not included in the camp price therefore play-
ers who are attending from outside the area will need to make their 
own arrangements prior to attending camp. There are several housing 
and dining options around Sportsbackers Stadium. For any questions 
regarding meals and housing please feel free to contact the camp of-
" ce at (804) 355-1351.

Who Can Attend?
Camp is open to boys ages 14 and up. Field players and goalkeepers 
are welcome, however goalkeeper slots are very limited and will " ll 
up quickly. Because of the nature of this camp, activities are designed 
and the focus will be on high-level soccer players. Players interested in 
camp should be involved in high level club soccer play, be a member 
of State, Regional or National ODP or be a standout high school player 
with the goal of being a Division I soccer player. 

SOCCER SCHOOL
When: Session I: Sept. 19-Oct. 24 | Session II: Nov. 21-Dec. 19 & 20
Who: Boys & Girls (Ages 6-9) 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Boys & Girls (Ages 10-13) 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Boys & Girls (Ages 14+) 8 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Cost: $250

Why The Rams Soccer School?
Over the course of a 90-minute game, with all of its ebbs and # ows, 
the di! erence between winning and losing at every level comes down 
to a few moments. Can " eld players take advantage of scoring op-
portunities? Can goalkeepers make the one or two saves they have to 
make to keep their team in the game?

With this in mind, the Rams Soccer School was created. Once a week, 
all fall long, the Rams sta!  will give each student the technical and 
tactical information needed to be a di! erence maker. Whether you are 
just getting started or are already an All-American, the Rams Soccer 
School can take your game to a whole new level.

The Rams Goalkeeper School lesson plan will include: diving (low, 
medium and high), breakaways, crosses, distribution, angle play, 
catching, footwork, boxing and de# ecting, reading the game, and 
penalty kicks. 

The Rams Striker School lesson plan will include: placement shoot-
ing, receiving, one-on-one moves, chipping and lobbing, long-range 
shooting, heading for the goal, near and far post runs, speed dribbling, 
breakaways, combination play and penalty kicks. 
 
The Rams Pre-School (Boys and Girls Ages 6-9)
The Rams Pre-School is a great way to introduce boys and girls ages 
6-9 to The Rams Soccer School Program. The focus of pre-school will 
be on learning and fun games designed to enhance a young players 
soccer abilities. 

Athletic Development
Coach Gi! ard will begin every lesson at the Rams Soccer School with a 
20-minute session of advanced plyometric, footwork and speed exer-
cises that are designed to help " eld players and goalkeepers maximize 
their physical abilities. Students will be able to incorporate these drills 
into their own soccer programs and teams. 

Cost
The cost of one session of the Rams Soccer School, which will be held 
at VCU's Sports Backers Stadium, is $250 per student and includes six 
training sessions over a six-week period. A $100 deposit will hold your 
spot with the balance due on the " rst night. Each session will last for 
one hour and 30 minutes.

DAY CAMP
When: July 26-30 
Who: Boys & Girls (Ages 4-13)
Little Rams (Ages 4-6) 9 a.m.-11 a.m. | Full Day (Ages 7-13) 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Cost: $125 (Little Rams) | $275 (Full Day)

Overview
Each Day Camp session will focus on skill development for young soccer 
players. Campers will learn soccer skills and techniques through exercises 
and games speci" cally designed for the young player. Campers are en-
couraged to learn and develop at their own pace under the careful guid-
ance of the director and his expert sta! . The emphasis is always on fun 
and learning. 

The Sta! 
Coach Gi! ard has worked hard to bring together his sta!  of college coach-
es, high school coaches as well as some of VCU's top players. Your skills and 
overall playing ability will advance with the experience and knowledge of 
our coaching sta! . Our coaches are known for the quality of their teaching. 
Certi" ed Athletic Trainers are on duty at all times to handle any medical 
needs. All activities are carefully supervised. Camper to sta!  ratio is ap-
proximately 8:1. 

Facilities
The Rams Soccer Day Camp provides an exceptional learning environ-
ment. Fine training facilities, sports turf " elds (Cary St. Field on the VCU 
campus), indoor gyms, and a pool, all enhance the camp experience. 

Cost
The camp fee is $275 per session. A reduced rate of $250 per camper is 
available to VCU employees and families enrolling more than one child. 
Campers can bring a ball from home or purchase a hand stitched VCU ball 
for $25. Lunch is included in the cost of camp and will be provided in the 
cafeteria on campus. Call for information on team rates. You may also 
register online at www.RamsSoccerCamp.com.  There is a $5 handling fee 
added when registering online; you can pay the full fee or a $100 deposit 
at the time of registration. 

Those who cannot attend camp for medical or other reasons will be refunded all but a $50 
administrative fee. To receive a refund the camp o!  ce must be noti" ed at least 72 hours 
before registration. The balance is due the " rst day of camp.

Little Rams
The Little Rams section of camp is a great way to expose boys and girls 
aged 4-6 to soccer in a fun and safe environment. Camp will run from 9-11 
a.m. daily. The main objective is to teach basic soccer skills and games. 
The cost for a week of camp is $125 and includes a ball and a Rams Soccer 
T-Shirt.

2010 RAMS SOCCER CAMP REGISTRATION FORM

Name:         Gender:      M     F 
Age: Current Grade:  Pos:       GK         Field 
School:  Birthdate: 
Club Team:    
Parent/Guardian:   
VCU Employment ID% (if applicable):   
Address:    
City: State: Zip: 
Home Phone: (               )   
Cell Phone: (               )   
E-mail:     
Emergency Contact:   
Emergency Phone: (               )   
T-Shirt Size: (please circle) Adult S M L XL 
 Child S M L XL 

Please check the camp(s) you wish to attend:

 Day Camp July 26-30 (co-ed, 7-13 yrs.) $275

 Little Rams July 26-30 (co-ed, 4-6 yrs.) $125

 College Prep Camp July 30-Aug. 1 (boys, 14+) $250

 Soccer School I Sept. 19-Oct. 24 (co-ed, 6-9 yrs.) $250

 Soccer School I Sept. 19-Oct. 24 (co-ed, 10-13 yrs.) $250

 Soccer School I Sept. 19-Oct. 24 (co-ed, 14+) $250

 Soccer School II Nov. 21-Dec. 19&20 (co-ed, 6-9 yrs.) $250

 Soccer School II Nov. 21-Dec. 19&20 (co-ed, 10-13 yrs.) $250

 Soccer School II Nov. 21-Dec. 19&20 (co-ed, 14+) $250

RETURN APPLICATION AND NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT TO:
Rams Soccer Camp c/o Dave Giffard, 3417 Stuart Ave., Richmond, Va. 23221

Please make checks payable to Rams Soccer Camp.  Registration will not be processed without completed Camp Medical Release, which you will receive via e-mail.

Waiver and Release
In signing this release, I attest and verify that my child has full knowl-
edge of the risks involved with the sport associated with the camp 
he/she is attending.  My child is physically " t and su*  ciently trained 
to participate in the camp.  To the best of my knowledge, my child 
does not have any diseases or injuries that would medically prohibit 
him/her from participating in the camp.  I do hereby release and 
forever discharge Virginia Commonwealth University, its agents, of-
" cers, instructors, and employees from any responsibility or liability 
for recurrence of any pre-existing, any undisclosed injury or illness, or 
any personal injury or property damage sustained by my child dur-
ing or because of camp participation.  I also give permission for any 
emergency procedures that are deemed necessary for my child during 
the camp.

Parent or Guardian (please print)

Parent or Guardian Signature

Date

TOTAL ENCLOSED$

a.
Th
T-REGISTER ONLINE!


