
Date
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 27

 
Feb. 28

March 3
March 7
March 8

March 10
March 14
March 15
March 17
March 18
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 25
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 31

April 3
April 4
April 5
April 7

April 10
April 11
April 12
April 16
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 24
April 25
April 26
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 5
May 8
May 9

May 10
May 12
May 14
May 15
May 16

May 20-23

Opponent
@ UCF
@ UCF
@ UCF
@ UCF

LONG    I SLAND (DH)

LONG    I SLAND (DH)

LIBERTY
FORDHAM

FORDHAM (DH)

SETON HALL
STONY BROOK (DH)
STONY BROOK

CANISIUS
UMASS

@ UNCW
@ UNCW
@ UNCW

@ Virginia Tech
@ Western Kent.
@ Western Kent.
@ Western Kent.

VMI
HOFSTRA
HOFSTRA
HOFSTRA

@ VMI
JMU
JMU
JMU

@ Richmond
GEORGE MASON
GEORGE MASON
 GEORGE MASON

VIRGINIA
@ Northeastern
@ Northeastern
@ Northeastern
@ Georgia St.
@ Georgia St.
@ Georgia St.
RICHMOND

OLD DOMINION
OLD DOMINION
OLD DOMINION

@ Virginia
@ Delaware
@ Delaware
@ Delaware

@ CAA Tournament

Time
L, 2-10
W, 10-9
L, 6-12
W, 8-3

W, 10-6 
W, 9-4
L, 3-4 

W, 12-11
cancelled

W, 5-2
W, 11-9
W, 5-3
L, 0-7

cancelled
cancelled
W, 12-2
L, 3-4

W, 18-11
L, 2-5
L, 0-9
ppd.

L, 9-11
L, 7-20
L, 8-12
W, 17-8
W, 10-8
W, 8-2

W, 13-7
W, 9-3

W, 5-4 (10 inn.)
L, 8-13
L, 1-12
W, 8-4
W, 4-3
L,2-8
L, 2-9
L, 1-8
W, 7-2
L, 6-8
L, 5-6
L, 4-8
L, 6-11
L, 4-5

cancelled
L, 1-2
W, 7-6
L, 9-28

7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

TBA

2009 VCU RAMS (20-22) 
Probable Starting Lineup

No. 	 Player (‘09 starts)	 Pos.	 Cl.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Hometown	 ‘09 Stats            

	 28	 Andrew Dimino (40)	 CF	 Jr.	 5-9	 160	 Greenwood, Ind.	   .329 avg., 39 runs, 25 SBs

	 19	 M.L. Morgan (7)	 DH	 Jr.	 5-11	 160	 Petersbuirg, Va.	      .367 avg., 9 runs, 9 RBIs

	 6	 Doug Otto (42)	 SS	 Jr.	 6-1	 200	 Jefferson City, Mo.    	   .352 avg., 35 runs, 25 RBIs

	 9	 R.J. Schenk (28)	 1B	 Sr.	 6-0	 225	 Yorktown, Va.	   .245 avg., 15 runs, 14 RBIs

	 4	 Joe Van Meter (42)	 3B	 So.	 6-0	 185	 Oyster Bay, N.Y.	     .346 avg, 30 runs, 34 RBIs

	 2	 Justin Wright (40)	 RF	 Sr.	 6-1	 200	 Yorktown, Va.	    .311 avg, 34 runs, 39 RBIs 

	 18	 Carlos Rodriguez (29)	 C	 Sr.	 6-0	 185	 Vega Baja, Puerto Rico	  .228 avg., 12 runs, 19 RBIs

	13	 Matt Leskiw (38)	 LF	 Jr.	 5-9	 175	 Plains, Pa.	    .352 avg, 27 runs, 15 RBIs 

 	 11     Richard Gonzalez (39)	 2B	 Jr.	 5-10	 175	 Caguas, Puerto Rico       .319 avg, 23 runs, 22 RBIs	

OTTO THE ON-BASE MACHINE
	 Junior shortstop Doug Otto was brought in 
from Johnson County Community College to be 
a big part of the VCU offensive attack.
	 Over the past five games, Otto is showing 
just how potent he is with a .667 on-base percent-
age over that span and a .588 average (10-for-
17). 
	 This past weekend against Old Dominion, 
Otto was even better than that with a .833 on-
base percentage and a .750 average (6-of-8). 
	 The Jefferson City, Mo., native is on fire, 
reaching base in his last nine-plate appearances 
dating back to his seventh-inning at-bat on Friday 
against Old Dominion. Since that, Otto has been 
walked twice, hit twice and notched five hits. 

DEANE’S THE DUDE AGAINST UVA
	 In just three seasons with the Black & Gold 
Phillip Deane has taken on the role off the 
starter against in-state rival Virginia. 
	 Tonight’s start is his fourth career start out 
of the five games the Rams have played UVA 
during his career.
	 Over that span, he is 0-2 with a 6.39 ERA 
in 12.2 innings of work.  

 BREAKING OUT THE WRIGHT WAY
	 Entering Sunday’s finale against Georgia 
State, senior Justin Wright found himself in a 
rut. A rut that had him tallying four hits in his 
previous 28 at-bats. 
	 That’s when things turned around for the 
rightfielder, launching a two-run home run 
against the Panthers to bring VCU within one 
and has hit .462 (6-for-13) with two home runs, 
four RBIs and three runs scored over the past 
four contests.  

MR. 500
	 With the Rams 11-9 victory in the front 
end of a doubleheader sweep of Fordham 
on March 8th, longtime Head Coach Paul 
Keyes joined elite company, earning his 
500th victory. 
	 He currently ranks 43rd on the active 
all-time winning percentage with a mark of 
.608 in his 14-plus seasons of work with the 
Black & Gold. 
	 Keyes came to VCU in 1995 and has 
helped the Rams capture four CAA Cham-
pionships and seven NCAA Tournament 
appearances. 

VCU Athletic Communications • Contact: Scott Day • O: (804) 828-1727 • C: (302) 593-0115 • sdday@vcu.edu • Fax: (804) 828-9428

VCU:
Phillip Deane, R-Jr., RHP
(2-4, 7.90 ERA, 41.0 IP, 25 k)

vs. 
Virginia:

TBA

VCU BASEBALL 
GAME NOTES

Tuesday, May 12th: VCU at Virginia, Davenport Field, 7 p.m.

PROBABLE STARTERS



SENIORS (4)
Carlos Rodriguez

R.J. Schenk
Ian Thomas
Justin Wright

JUNIORS (10)
Robbie Andrews

Phillip Deane
Andrew Dimino
Nathan Furry

Richard Gonzalez
Will Hirsch

Matthew Leskiw
M.L. Morgan
Doug Otto

Darryl Stringfield 

SOPHOMORES (8)
Anthony Askey
Ryan Caldwell

Michael Cheatham
Howie Deemer

Michael Graham
Aaron Morgan
Joe Van Meter 

Josh Ware

FRESHMEN (8)
Josh Alford

Ryan Crosby
Seth Cutler-Voltz

Jason Kittell
Brent Mikionis
Kyle Pelchy
Paul Nice

Taylor Perkins

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 B/T	 Hometown/Previous School
1		  Paul Nice	 INF	 Fr.	 5-11	 180	 R/R	 Powhatan, Va./Powhatan
2		  Justin Wright	 OF	 Sr.	 6-1	 200	 L/R	 Yorktown, Va./Grafton
3		  Jason Kittell	 INF	 Fr.	 6-0	 170	 R/R	 Stafford, Va./Colonial Forge
4		  Joe Van Meter	 INF	 So.	 6-2	 195	 R/R	 Long Island, N.Y./St. Dominic (Ariz. St.)
6		  Doug Otto	 INF	 Jr.	 6-1	 190	 R/R	 Jefferson City, Mo./Helias 		
													          (Johnson County CC)
7		  Nathan Furry	 C	 Jr.	 6-1	 195	 R/R	 Salem, Va./Salem
8		  Josh Alford	 RHP/IF	 Fr.	 6-0	 180	 R/R	 Midlothian, Va./Trinity  Episcopal
9		  R.J. Schenk	 INF	 Sr. 	 6-0	 225	 L/R	 Yorktown, Va/Tabb (Walters State CC)
10	 Ryan Caldwell	 OF	 So.	 5-7	 155	 R/R	 Charlottesville, Va./St. Anne‘s Belfield
11	 Richard Gonzalez	 INF	 Jr.	 5-10	 175	 R/R	 Caguas, Puerto Rico/PRBA
12	 Ryan Crosby	 RHP	 Fr.	 6-1	 185	 R/R	 Broad Run, Va./Notre Dame Acad.
13	 Matthew Leskiw	 OF	 Jr.	 5-9	 175	 L/L	 Plains, Pa./James
14	 Robbie Andrews	 RHP	 Jr.	 6-3	 170	 R/R	 Covington, Va./Alleghany
15	 Michael Cheatham	 INF	 So.	 6-2	 185	 R/R	 Chesterfield, Va./Matoaca
16	 Will Hirsch	 RHP	 Jr.	 6-1	 185	 R/R     Virginia Beach, Va./Nansemond River 	
													          (Georgia Tech)
18	 Carlos Rodriguez	 C	 Sr.	 6-0	 185	 R/R	 Vega Baja, Puerto Rico/PRBA
19	 M.L. Morgan	 OF	 Jr.	 5-11	 160	 R/R	 Petersburg, Va./Dinwiddie
20	 Joshua Ware	 C	 So.	 5-9	 165	 R/R	 Glen Allen, Va./J.R. Tucker
21	 Seth Cutler-Voltz	 RHP	 Fr.	 5-11	 170	 R/R	 Richmond, Va./Henrico
24	 Aaron Morgan	 LHP	 So.	 6-1	 190	 L/L	 Sutherland, Va./Dinwiddie
26	 Taylor Perkins	 RHP/OF	Fr.	 6-0	 180	 R/R	 Dinwiddie, Va./Dinwiddie
27	 Brent Mikionis	 INF	 Fr.	 6-5	 205	 R/R	 Powhatan, Va./Powhatan
28	 Andrew Dimino	 OF	 Jr.	 5-9	 160	 R/R	 Greenwood, Ind./Greenwood 		
													          (Murray State)
30	 Anthony Askey	 RHP	 So.	 6-0	 185	 R/R	 Manassas, Va./Osbourn Park
31	 Ian Thomas	 LHP	 Sr.	 6-4	 200	 L/L	 Virginia Beach, Va./Kellam 		
													          (Louisburg JC)
33	 Kyle Pelchy	 RHP	 Fr.	 6-2	 190	 R/R	 Yorktown, Va./Grafton
34	 Howie Deemer	 RHP	 So.	 6-4	 195	 R/R	 Washington, N.J./Belvidere
35	 Phillip Deane	 RHP	 Jr.	 6-6	 210	 R/R	 Richmond, Va./Varina
36	 Darryl Stringfield	 RHP	 Jr.	 6-5	 200	 L/R	 Wakefield, Va./Sussex Central

Head Coach:              	  5 Paul Keyes (Old Dominion ’84)
Assistant Coaches:	 29 Shawn Stiffler (George Mason ‘01)
		                              	 25 Tim Haynes (Towson ’72)

RAMS ROSTER & PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Location........................................Richmond, Va.

Founded...................................................... 1838

Enrollment............................................... 32, 000

Nickname...................................................Rams

Colors.........................Black & Gold (PMS 116C)

Affiliation....................................NCAA Division I

Conference............. Colonial Athletic Association

Home Stadium...............................The Diamond

Capacity.................................................. 12, 134

President.............................. Dr. Eugene P. Trani

Director of Athletics................ Norwood Teague

Head Coach....................................... Paul Keyes

Alma Mater, Year................. Old Dominion, 1984

Career Record/at VCU........................................

	 ........................... 513-341 (.601), 15th yr../Same

Record in CAA.............................196-132 (.598)

2008 Record............................................... 15-30

CAA Record/Place............................... 8-16/10th

Home/Away........................................10-14/5-16 

First Season................................................ 1971

Overall Record (Since 1971)..............939-864-5

CAA Record.................................196-132 (.598)

CAA Tournament Championships.................. 4

CAA Regular Season Championships............ 4

NCAA Tournament Appearances.................... 9

Contact:................................................Scott Day

Office:............................................804-828-1727

Cell:................................................ 302-593-0115

E-Mail:........................................ sdday@vcu.edu

Web Site:.......................... www.vcuathletics.com

Press Box Phone...........................302.593.0115

QUICK FACTS HEAD COACH PAUL KEYES

RAMS ROSTER BREAKDOWN BY LOCATION/CLASS
INDIANA (1)

Andrew Dimino

MISSOURI (1)
Doug Otto

NEW JERSEY (1)
Howie Deemer

NEW YORK (1)
Joe Van Meter

PENNSLYVANIA (1)
Matt Leskiw

PUERTO RICO (2)
Richard Gonzalez
Carlos Rodriguez

VIRGINIA (23)
Josh Alford

Robbie Andrews
Anthony Askey
Ryan Caldwell

Michael Cheatham
Ryan Crosby

Seth Cutler-Voltz
Phillip Deane

Nate Furry
Michael Graham

Will Hirsch
Jason Kittell

Brent Mikionis
Aaron Morgan
M.L. Morgan

Paul Nice
Kyle Pelchy

Taylor Perkins
R.J. Schenk

Darryl Stringfield
Ian Thomas
Josh Ware

Justin Wright

R.J. Schenk - Schank
Matthew Leskiw - Less-cue

Michael Cheatham - Cheat-um
Brent Mikionis- Mick-e-o-nis

Andrew Dimino - Duh-mean-o

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE



     Paul Keyes says his job doesn’t put his business adminis-
tration degree to much use.
     That’s not quite true.
     Keyes may not be a businessman in the traditional sense 
but his tenure as head baseball coach at Virginia Common-
wealth University makes it clear that he knows the business of 
baseball.
     	 Going into his 14th season in charge of the Rams, Keyes 
is only 22 victories away from 500 for his career.   VCU is 478-
289 under Keyes’ guidance.  It has been to the NCAA tourna-
ment seven times in the past 10 seasons.  Keyes is a three-
time CAA coach of the year.
     	 “Paul Keyes has built a baseball program at VCU that is 
second to none,” said Norwood T. Teague, VCU’s director of 
athletics.  “He is a great teacher, recruiter and mentor to his 
players.   It shows not only in the program’s winning legacy 
but in the loyalty of his alumni as well.  With this foundation in 
place, under his leadership, I can see him taking the program 
to new heights in the future.”
      	Keyes, a 1984 graduate of Old Dominion University, 
sounds a little like a businessman when discussing his ap-
proach to coaching.
    	 “I always felt I inherently had a pretty good idea of see-
ing things happen before they happen in games,” said Keyes, 

who earned a masters 
in sports administra-
tion from the Univer-
sity of Richmond in 
1991.
      	 “To be a good 
coach and a good 
manager, you have to 
have that.  You have 
to set your schedule, 
hire your people, work 
with them.  You have 
to have a structure 
and then different 
systems to deal with 
the people and the 
levels you have to 
deal with.  You have 
to have a good vision, 
be able to see the 
whole picture, and be 
able to adjust and fly 
by the seat of your 
pants a little bit.”

      	As an assistant at VCU start-
ing in 1985, Keyes helped lay the 
groundwork for the program.    He 
served as the pitching and defen-
sive coach.  In 1987, VCU went 
25-22 for its first winning season in 
school history. The next year, the 
Rams made their first NCAA regional 
appearance.   Keyes then went to 
Vanderbilt University as an assistant 
and helped the Commodores to an 
89-77-2 record over three seasons.
	 Keyes returned to VCU as head 
coach  in 1995.  He be	 came VCU’s 
winningest coach on May 4, 2003 
when he picked up his 330th victory.   
The past 10 years have been particularly strong.  VCU has won 
389 games – 45 more than any Division I program in Virginia.
       VCU has had 11 straight winning seasons and has won 
40-plus games in four of those seasons.   His success has 
been built at home.   VCU  rosters are always dotted with 
Richmond-area talent.  Five players who were named player of 
the year by the Richmond Times-Dispatch ended up wearing a 
VCU uniform.
      Eight players have earned All-America recognition in 
recent seasons – pitcher Matt Burch, shortstop Brandon Inge, 
pitcher/first baseman Jason Dubois, outfielder Matt Davis, 
third baseman Anthony Granato, pitcher Justin Orenduff, pitch-
er Cla Meredith and pitcher Luke Pisker. 
	 Three players have earned freshman All-America honors, 
including outfielder/first baseman Jared Bolden in 2006.
   “Our focuses have always been pitching, defense and 
speed,” Keyes said.  “We base everything around speed.  We 
always felt going into regionals, we could beat the larger foot-
ball-playing schools because we could outspeed them.  They 
can’t defense that.   It’s worked well.”
   This year figures to be more of the same style.
    “I really like our pitching depth,” Keyes said.  “We had a 
good young class last year and we’ve added another one.   
Like every team we’ve had, we’re going to try and pitch and 
play defense and try to pressure teams.  We’ll try to mix the 
right guys in at the right time and try to be the best team we 
can be at the end of the year.”
    Keyes is from Newport News, Va., and he played baseball 
while a student at Old Dominion.   He and his wife, the former 
Trisha Parham, have three children:  Paul Jr., MacKenzie and 
Kyle.

Paul Keyes By the Numbers
Season 		  Position	 Rec.	 Pct. 	 CAA 	 Pct.	 CAA Tourney
1995		  Head Coach 	 23-35 	 .397	 7-11	 .389	 ---
1996 		  Head Coach 	 34-22 	 .607	 11-7	 .611	 2-2
1997 		  Head Coach 	 32-23 	 .582	 15-4	 .789	 2-2
1998		  Head Coach	 46-15	 .754	 18-2	 .900	 2-2
1999		  Head Coach	 41-20	 .672	 14-6	 .700	 1-2
2000		  Head Coach	 39-22	 .639	 9-12	 .429	 3-2
2001 		  Head Coach 	 41-19 	 .683	 12-8	 .600	 1-2
2002 		  Head Coach 	 38-27 	 .585	 13-8	 .619	 6-1
2003 		  Head Coach 	 46-13 	 .780	 17-3	 .850	 4-0
2004 		  Head Coach 	 34-24 	 .586	 14-10	 .583	 1-2
2005 		  Head Coach 	 33-22 	 .600	 14-10	 .583	 4-0
2006		  Head Coach	 34-24	 .586	 18-11	 .621	 4-2
2007		  Head Coach	 37-23	 .617	 18-11	 .621	 4-0
2008		  Head Coach	 15-30	 .333	 8-16	 .333	 ---
2009		  Head Coach	 20-22	 .583	 8-13	 .500	 ---
Head Coaching Totals	 513-341	 .601	 196-132	 .598	 34-17

Paul Keyes

Born
August 7, 1962

Hometown
Newport News, Va.

Hired at VCU
2001

Education
Old Dominion University, B.S, 1984
University of Richmond, M.S., 1991

Coaching Experience
1984-85 	 George Washington, Asst. Coach
1985-91 	 VCU, Asst. Coach
1991-94	 Vanderbilt, Asst. Coach
1995-present 	 VCU, Head Coach

Playing Experience
1981-84 	 Old Dominion University
 
Championships
1997	 CAA Regular Season Champs
1998	 CAA Regular Season Champs
2001	 CAA Regular Season Champs
2002	 CAA Tournament Champs
2003	 CAA Tournament Champs	
	 CAA Regular Season Champs
2005	 CAA Tournament Champs
2007	 CAA Tournament Champs

Coaching Awards
1997	 CAA Coach of the Year
1998	 CAA Coach of the Year
2003	 CAA Coach of the Year

The Keyes File

HEAD COACH PAUL KEYES



SATURDAY AND SUNDAY BLUES
	 As strong as the Black & Gold have been on Fridays (8-3), the opposite happens 
on Saturdays and Sundays where VCU is a combined 8-14, including losses in eight 
of the past nine dating back to early in April. 
	 The Rams have lost the last two games of the four of the past five CAA weekend 
series, with two losses at both Georgia State and Northeastern and back-to-back two 
loss-weekends at home against George Mason and James Madison. 

DASHING DIMINO
	 The VCU coaching staff knew they were getting a speedy outfielder when 
Andrew Dimino came to VCU after two years Murray State Community College in 
Indiana.
	 Even the coaches may not have thought he was this fast, picking up 25 stolen 
bases in 40 starts. With his three stolen bases against the Monarchs on Sunday af-
ternoon, he claimed the top spot in the CAA. He also sits first in the conference with 
.61 stolen bases per game average. 
	 Nationally, Dimino sits 18th in stolen bases per game and 23rd in stolen bases. 
	 He’s been just part of the havoc on the basepaths for the opposition with the 
Rams sitting 41st in the nation in stolen bases (76) and 23rd in stolen bases per 
game (1.81).    
 
M.L. = MASHING LEFTY
	 Junior M.L. Morgan’s size may not strike fear in the eyes of the opposition, but 
his bat sure with a .367 average in 49 at-bats, including a jaw-dropping .436 avearge 
in conference play. 
	 Morgan has been used as both the DH and the right fielder at times for Coach 
Keyes. Two weekends ago, serving as the DH against Northeastern, Morgan went 
6-for-9 combined in the games on Saturday and Sunday.   

SENIOR SENSATIONS
	 Some experts of college athletics have said that teams can only go as far as their 
seniors can take them.  
	 If that holds true, the 2009 Rams are in good shape with two of their senior lead-
ers putting up career-best numbers so far this year.  
	 Justin Wright and Carlos Rodriguez, the only two players that have been here for 
four seasons, have combined for 58 RBIs and 46 runs scored while posting .311 and 
.228 averages, respectively. Both are career-best numbers for the two veterans.  
	 Wright had six career home runs entering this season and he has already blasted 
eight on the year, which leads the team. Rodriguez has been “Mr. Clutch” with two-
game winning RBI hits, including a dramatic, two-strike, two-out, three-run home run 
that gave VCU a 10-9 victory over UCF in the second game of the year.  
 
RELIABLE RELIEVING RIGHT-HANDER
	 In just his first collegiate season, freshman Seth Cutler-Voltz has already become 
a huge part of the Black & Gold.  
	 Cutler-Voltz has appeared in 22 of VCU’s 42 games this year for a total of 37.1 
innings pitched. Over that span, the right-hander has tallied 27 strikeouts and a 4.58 
ERA, along with a 2-2 record 
 
PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE
	 A big reason for the Black & Gold’s success at the plate this season can be attrib-
uted to its patience when it comes to taking pitches. 
	 The Rams hitters have compiled 144 walks and 60 hit-by-pitches in 42 games, 
that’s an average of nearly five free passes per game 
	 Junior Doug Otto has been the leader of the pack with 22 walks on the year, 
while junior Matt Leskiw is right behind him with 18. Other Rams in double-digit walks 
include redshirt sophomore Joe Van Meter with 15, junior Andrew Dimino with 14, 
and seniors R.J. Schenk with 13 and Justin Wright with 11.  

DEALER, HIT ME!
	 One of the easiest, but most painful way of getting on base is getting hit by a 
pitch. The 2009 Rams know all about that. 
	 VCU currently ranks in the top-50 as a team in hit by pitches with 60 on the sea-
son, that’s an average of nearly 1.5 hit batsmen per game.  
	 Junior leadoff man Andrew Dimino is the main contributor to that statistic, ranking 
38th in the country with 14 HBPs on the year and even better at HBPs per game, 
ranking 31st in the nation with an average of 0.33 HBPs per game.
	 The school record for most HBPs is 22 by Jake Anthony in 1999. The 2002 Rams 
have the most HBPs by a team with 86. 

RAIN, RAIN GO AWAY
	 One of the toughest things about baseball is that you never know if mother 
nature is going to allow you to play.
	 Already in 2009, the Rams have dealt with six-plus inches of snow and 

RAMS IN THE PROS
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Brandon Inge
Detriot Tigers, INF

Sean Marshall
Chicago Cubs, LHP

Cla Meredith
San Diego Padres, RHP

Jason Dubois
Chicago Cubs Organization

Iowa Cubs, Class AAA

Justin Orenduff
Los Angeles Dodgers Organization

Inland Empire 66ers, Class A Advanced

Scott Sizemore
Detroit Tigers Organization
Erie Seawolves, Class AA

Sergio Miranda
Milwaukee Brewers Organization

Brevard County Manatees, High Class A

Mick Mattaliano
Baltimore Orioles Organization

Extended Spring Training

Jared Bolden
Texas Rangers Organization
Hickory Crawdads, Class A 

Chris Jackson
Houston Astros Organization

Lancaster (Calif.) JetHawks, High Class A

Cody Eppley
Texas Rangers Organization
Hickory Crawdads, Class A 

2009 VCU BASEBALL GAME NOTES



heavy rain throughout the month of March forcing two postponements and three cancellations 
(the whole three-game set versus Stony Brook). 
	 The Black & Gold dealt with that more than ever last year, having a total of nine 
games cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 
FINALLY, IT’S ALL OURS!
	 The 2009 campaign will be a historic one for VCU as it will mark the first time in its storied 
history that the Rams will be the sole tenant of The Diamond.
	 The Diamond opened its doors in 1985 for the R-Braves and the Black & Gold soon moved 
in to share the space full-time for the 1986 season.  
	 VCU played six games at the stadium during the 1985 campaign, including the first on April 
26th against the Hokies. 
 
FINDING THE DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH
	 For the second straight season the Black & Gold went to the junior college ranks 
to add onto their roster as the Rams welcome Doug Otto (Johnson County CC) and Andrew 
Dimino (Murray State CC).
	 Otto became a hot commodity during the 2008 season, finishing with a .423 batting 
average, 20 doubles, six home runs and 30 stolen bases. His honors went on and on, including 
NJCAA All-American, Rawlings NJCAA Gold Glove Award winner and NJCAA World Series All-
Tournament team. 
	 Dimino was a late addition that the Rams saw a lot of potential in. His speed and ath-
leticism in the outfield will be pivotal in the big outfield of The Diamond, while his ability to get 
on base will set-up the middle of the Black & Gold’s order to drive in runs. 
	 Two of VCU’s critical pieces this season came from JUCOs last year, Ian Thomas 
came from Louisburg JC and R.J. Schenk came from Walters State CC. 
	  
NO FREE PASSES HANDED OUT HERE...
	 Although it was a tough year for the Rams in 2008, the pitching staff showed the con-
stant ability throw strikes as VCU led the CAA and ranked in the top-50 in the country for fewest 
walks per nine innings.
	 As a staff, the Rams set a new school record for fewest walks in a season with 142. 
	 In 45 games, the Black and Gold averaged just 3.33 walks per game, ranking 48th in the country with that mark.
	 Leading the way was the starting pitching for the Rams as Ian Thomas, Cody Eppley and Phillip Deane walked just 57 batters in 193.0 
innings pitched
	 VCU was one of four CAA teams ranking in the top-100 with George Mason ranking 73rd, James Madison 78th and UNC Wilmington 
91st.

SEVENTH HEAVEN
	 For the first time in its CAA history, the Black & Gold saw themselves out of the top three in the CAA Preseason Coaches’ Poll.
	 Usually a mainstay atop the CAA standings, VCU’s uncharateristic 15-30 season dropped the Rams into seventh in the 2009 Pre-
season Coaches’ Poll, just six votes behind Towson for the sixth and final CAA Tournament.
	 Good thing the CAA Tournament isn’t based on the Preseason Coaches’ Poll. In fact, the team that was picked seventh last year 
(James Madison) was the 2008 CAA Champions. 

MORE MORGANS PLEASE...
	 High school teammates Aaron and M.L. Morgan have shown signs of having breakout years as the former Dinwiddie High School stars 
have become a part of the everyday Rams lineup with M.L. starting in the outfield and Aaron being used in every crucial bullpen situation. 
	 M.L., a junior, started the last 18 games of the 2008 season, finishing with a .244 batting average with 18 runs scored, four doubles and 
five stolen bases.  
	 Aaron, a redshirt sophomore, battled back from an arm injury in 2007 to be one of the Rams’ best pitchers holding a 1.40 ERA in 25.2 
innings of work, while making a team-high 13 appearances. He also ranked third on the team in strikeouts with 33, while walking 13 and holding 
opponents to just .188 batting average against. 

NO NAME CARDS NEEDED HERE...
	 The 2009 Rams have three sets of high school teammates on their squad with Aaron and M.L. Morgan hailing from nearby Dinwiddie 
High School, while freshmen Paul Nice and Brent Mikionis hail from Powhatan High School, and the Puerto Rican duo of Richard Gonzalez and 
Carlos Rodriguez came from the Puerto Rico Baseball Academy. 
 
					             THE BIG 3-0!

	 Usually 30 is a number that people do not want to see, but when it comes to wins, col-
legiate baseball coaches love to see 30-plus in the “W” column. Head coach Paul Keyes has 
gotten accustomed to that number as the Rams have posted 12 30-plus in seasons during 
Keyes’ 14 seasons. 
	 Under Keyes direction, VCU has averaged close to 37 wins and have reached the 40-plus 
win plateau on four occasions, including a school record 46 wins in both 1998 and 2003.

BREAK? WHAT BREAK?
	 While most college kids spent their summers on the beach or partying with their friends, 
junior Robbie Andrews spent his second straight summer earning All-Star recognition in the 
prestigous Valley League. 
	 Andrews has been a member of his hometown Covington Lumberjacks the past two 
seasons and have held opponets to under a .250 batting average against and an ERA of just 
2.19 of the past two summers.

2009 CAA Preseason  
Baseball Coaches’ Poll

Predicted Order of Finish
1. James Madison (6)	 95
2. George Mason (4)		 91
3. UNC Wilmington (1)	 86
4. Georgia State		  61
5. William and Mary		  58
6. Towson			   48
7. VCU			   42
8. Old Dominion		  39
9. Delaware			   38
10. Northeastern		  37
11. Hofstra			   10

Injury List

Howie Deemer (R-So., RHP):
Out for the year, Torn Labrum
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THE LAST TIME….
TEAM

Occurance	  Date(s) 	 Opponent(s)

VCU scored 20 or more runs 	 4/11/2006 	 20, vs. Richmond

VCU recorded 20 hits or more 	 3/20/09	 20 at UNC Wilmington	

VCU allowed 20 or more runs 	 5/10/09	 28 vs. Old Dominion

VCU gave up 20 hits or more 	 5/10/09	 28 vs. Old Dominion

VCU shutout an opponent 	 4/23/2007	  vs. Fordham

VCU got shutout 	 3/22/09	 L, 0-9, at UNC Wilmington

VCU threw back-to-back complete games 	 5/10/2008	 at Hofstra (Eppley, Thomas)

VCU hit back-to-back home runs 	 4/19/2008 	 at William & Mary (Bolden, Schenk)

VCU swept a series 	 4/3-4/5/09	 vs. Hofstra	

VCU swept back-to-back series 	 2/26-3/13/2005	 vs. Richmond, vs. Sacred Heart

VCU swept a conference series at home 	 4/3-4/5/09	 vs. Hofstra	

VCU swept a conference series on the road 	 4/04/2008	 at Old Dominion

VCU got swept in a conference series at home	  3/21-3/23/2008	 vs. UNC Wilmington

VCU got swept in a conference series on the road 	 5/1-5/3/09	 at Georgia State	

VCU beat a ranked opponent 	 4/17/09	 W, 4-3, at #25 George Mason	

INDIVIDUAL

Hit a grand slam 	 3/13/2007 	 Kwan Evans vs. Iona

Hit two home runs in a game 	 5/10/2008	 Jared Bolden at Hofstra

Hit home runs in consecutive ABs 	 4/27/2008 	 Jared Bolden at James Madison

Hit a walk-off HR 	 3/24/2007 	 Kwan Evans vs. Wagner

Had a walk-off hit 	 3/18/2008 	 Joe Van Meter vs. Longwood

Record five hits in a game 	 3/15/2006 	 Joe Meador/Sergio Miranda vs. Longwood

Record 7-plus RBI in a game 	 3/6/2005 	 Scott Sizemore (9) vs. Fairfield

Score at least five runs in a game	 4/1/2006	  Sergio Miranda (6) vs. Georgia State

Hit for the cycle 	 3/15/2006 	 Joe Meador vs. Longwood

Steal three bases in a game 	 5/10/09	 Andrew Dimino vs. Old Dominion	

Collect a hitting streak of 15-plus games 	 4/9-5/11/2008	 Jared Bolden (17)

Strike out 10-plus batters	  2/16/2007	 John Leonard vs. San Diego

Pitch a complete game 	 5/8/09	 Ian Thomas vs. Old Dominion

Throw a shutout	  3/17/2006	 Harold Mozingo vs. Hofstra
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



           
           
           


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


           
           


           
           


        
        


        
        


        
        








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



     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  












  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  





  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

2009 VCU BASEBALL GAME NOTES



TODAY’S PROBABLE STARTER

 
General: Tall, athletic righty who has the versatility to be 
used in various roles... Will battle for a spot in weekend 
rotation or solid mid-week starter for the Black and Gold.  
 
2008/Sophmore: The athletic righty played in 13 games 
for the Rams, starting in seven… Posting a 8.85 ERA over 
40.2 innings during the season…Record of 1-6…(3/16) 
Pitched 7.1 a start against Manhattan…(4/25) Allowed no 
hits in a 1.2 inning relief appearance against James Madi-
son, striking-out two. 

2007/Freshman: Ranked third in team in games started 
and fourth in innings pitched... Posted a 3-5 mark with an 
ERA of 4.02, fourth-best on the team... In 65.0 innings 
pitched, allowed just 66 hits, while walking just 16 and 
striking out 47... Nearly became just the third pitcher in 
VCU history to toss a no-hitter as he took his no-hit bid 
into the eighth inning against cross-town rival Richmond, 
before surrending a solo shot in 10-1 win (4/4)... Picked 

up first collegiate win in his first collegiate start, tossing 
five innings and allowing just one earned run against 
Iona (3/12)... Posted career-high seven strikeouts in 
7.1 innings against Delaware, taking a tough 2-1 loss 
(5/13). 

2006/Freshman: Redshirted. 
 
Prior to VCU: Three-sport standout at Varina High 
School... Four-year letter-winner in baseball and bas-
ketball for the Blue 
Devils, as well as 
a three-year letter-
winner in volleyball... 
Named co-captain for 
the baseball squad 
during his senior sea-
son... Captain and 
MVP of basketball 
team for his senior year... Captain, team MVP, All-District, 
All-Region, All-Metro, and All-State selection in volleyball 
for his senior season... Named the 2005 Richmond Times-
Dispatch Scholar Athlete of the Year.  
 
Personal: Majoring in economics... Son of Phil and Debra 
Deane.

CAREER HIGHS

 Innings: 	 7.1, three times
last time: vs. Manhattan

March 16, 2008
 

Strikeouts: 	 7
last time: vs. Delaware

May 13, 2007

PHILLIP DEANE

35
Redshirt Junior
Pitcher • 6-6 • 210
Richmond, Va.
Varina

Career Statistics
Season	 W-L	 ERA	 APP	 GS	 CG	 SHO/CBO	 SV	 IP	 H	 R	 ER	 BB	 SO	 WP	 HBP	 WHIP	
2007	 3-5	 4.02	 16	 10	 0	 0/1	 0	 65.0	 66	 37	 29	 16	 47	 5	 10	 1.42
2008	 1-6	 8.85	 13	 7	 0	 0/0	 1	 40.2	 63	 49	 40	 12	 26	 6	 7	 2.02
2009	 2-4	 7.90	 11	 8	 0	 0/0	 0	 41.0	 50	 41	 36	 17	 25	 4	 3	 1.71
Totals	 6-15	 6.44	 40	 25	 0	 0/1	 1	 146.2	 179	 127	 105	 45	 98	 15	 20	 1.66










                       
                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       


                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       

                       


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




        
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         

          
          
          
         
         
         
         

          
          
          
         

          
          
          
         

          
          
          
         

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          










                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                    
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                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                  
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                      
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                      
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



                       
                       
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                       

                       
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                       

                       

                       

                       
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                       
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                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     

    
         

                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     











        
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      

                  
                  
                  
                  
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                  
                  
                  
                  
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































